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UNCLAS TUNIS 2678 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR PLOS TS 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIBYAN DISPUTE OVER CONTINENTAL SHELF: 

GOT PUBLIC STATEMENTS AND EFFORTS TO MOBILIZE 
ARAB LEAGUE SUPPORT 

REF: TUNIS 2498 (NOTAL) 

1 . MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT AND PARTY (PSD) POLITICAL BUREAU CON- 
TINUE TO REITERATE OFFICIAL GOT VIEWS ON DISPUTE WITH LIBYA 
OVER CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY. NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF THESE 
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STATEMENTS JUXTAPOSED WITH FRONTPAGE REPORTS THAT EGYPTIAN- 
LIB YAN RELATIONS NEAR DEPLOMATIC RUPTURE AND, IN "LE TEMPS" 

OF APRIL 15, HEADLINE THAT FOREIGN MINISTER CHATTY DEPARTING 
APRIL 17 TO CONTINUE IN OTHER ARAB CAPITALS "INTENSIVE TUNI- 
SIAN DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN" ON CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE. 

2. "LA PRESSE" AND "LE TEMPS" OF APRIL 15 QUOTE AT LENGTH 
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STATEMENTS OF POLITICAL BUREAU MEMBER TIJANI MAKNI TO AGRI- 
CULTURE RESEARCH MEETING IN TUNIS ON: A)-ORIGINS OF LIBYAN- 
TUNISIAN BOUNDARY DISPUTE IN MISUNDERSTANDING OVER NATURE OR 
(JANUARY 1974) JERBA DECLARATION: CONSIDERED AN AGREE- 
MENT IN PRINCIPLE BY GOT, WHILE LUBYA WISHED IT TO BE PRO- 
CLAMATION OF IMMEDIATE UNION; B)-RECENT UNILATERAL LIBYAN 
RESUMPTION OF OIL DRILLING IN DISPUTED ZONE AFTER DISAVOWING 
AGREEMENT FOR JOINT EXPLORATION PENDING SUBMISSION OF DISPUTE 
TO ICJ; :)-DESPITE CESSATION OF DRILLING OPERATIONS BY ITALIANS 
IN DISPUTED ZONE, THEIR FAILURE TO REMOVE DRILLING STRUCTURE 
BECAUSE OF LIBYAN THREATS; D)-DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN NOW BEING 
CONDUCTED BY GOT WITH BROTHER AND FRIENDLY COUNTRIES-BY 
PRIME MINISTER WITH SEVERAL AMBASSADORS AND BY FOREIGN MINIS 
TER IN VISITS TO ARAB CAPITALS-TO CLARIFY THE TUNISIAN POSI- 
TION BEFORE PUBLIC OPINION; AND, E)-POSSIBILITY THAT 
TUNISIAN MAY BE LED TO TAKE VERY SERIOUS DECISIONS SINCE, "SOON- 
ER OR LATER, IT WILL DECIDE TO UNDERTAKE DRILLWNG IN ZONE 
WHICH IT CONSIDERS PART OF ITS SOVEREIGN TERRITORY. VIGILANCE 
IS ESSENTIAL SINCE THE OUTCOME CANNOT BE SORESEEN," MAKNI SAID. 

3. TUNIS NEWSPAPERS 16 APRIL QUOTE INTERVIEW GIVEN MOROCCAN 
"LE MATIN DU SAHARA, BY MINISTER FOR RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY MONCEF BELHAJ AMOR, IN WHICH HE SAYS SHELF BOUN- 
DARY DISPUTE VERY LONG-STANDING, WITH NEGOTIATIONS THEMSELFS 
GOING BACK TO 1968. "MOST JUST AND PRACTICAL SOLUTION", ACOR 
DING TO BELHAJ AMOR, RESTS WITH HAGUE TRIBUNAL, BUT "DISPUTE 
ALSO COULD BE SOLVED BY MEDIATION OF BROTHER ARAB STATES OR 
ARAB ORGANIZATIONS. IN ANY EVENT, IT MUST BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR 
THAT TUNISIA IS DETERMINED TO DEFEND ITS RIGHTS." 
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